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before the King with all the assurance imaginable; was a fine gentleman of his person ; his hair was the longest for a man's I ever saw, for it came below his waist, and his parts were very quick. His examination before the King and Council was very superficial, but ho was after that appointed the same day to be examined, by order of the King in Council, by the lord chief justice, Mr. Bridgeman, the Attorney-General, and myself. It was accordingly clone, but he confessed nothing as to his being either privy or concerned in the murder, laying his lying here concealed upon the occasion of his taking physic for a disease, and therefore was unwilling to discover himself till he was cured ; and his going away in a disguise after the fact was done, upon the advice of some friends, who told him that it would reflect on him were it known he was in England, when a person that was his friend was under so notorious a suspicion for committing so black a crime; and therefore did endeavour to get away, not knowing how far the laws of this land might for that very reason make him a party.
February 21. This night I was with the King at his going to bed, where, discoursing as to this matter, I found he was willing Count Coningsmurk might come off.
Sir Thomas Thyime telling my Lord Halifax that I had taken a great deal of pains in this matter, his lordship bestowed a greater compliment upon, mo (being then present) than I deserved, saying, ' He doth not only behave himself well in this, but in all other things which he undertakes.'
February 25. The King being to go speedily to Newmarket, and it being reported that the Duke of York was to come from Scotland to make a visit to his Majesty there, I pressed my Lord Halifax to fix the government of York, which the King had promised me, lest it might likewise be desired by his highness for Sir Thomas Slingsby, who was well in the Duke's favour, and who